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State, meet 


to prepare Regents examinations 


How Regents Examinations Are Made 


Members of the Regents examinations com- 
mittees, shown in the accompanying photograph, 
met at the State Education Building on Septem- 
ber 25-26. This meeting suggests the im- 
portance of telling again the story of how these 
examinations are made and reviewed. 

Although a system of statewide examinations 
for testing the effectiveness of instruction in 
the secondary schools of New York State has 
been in force for nearly 50 years, there is still 
an astounding lack of knowledge among the 
people at large and to some extent among 
teachers, as to the origin of this system, its 
development and its present operation. This is, 


of course, most marked outside of our State. 
It is with the hope of correcting erroneous 
impressions and of giving information to those 
who do not know our system that this article 
is prepared. 

Regents academic examinations were first 
given in 1878 in response to concerted action 
by the academic principals of the State who 
urged the Board of Regents to establish a series 
of outside objective tests in secondary subjects 
for the purpose of measuring the work of their 
schools and of establishing proper standards 
of scholarship. Until 1906 these examinations 
were made in the Regents office, under the 
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direction of the secretary of the Board, by a 
staff of inspectors and examiners, small at first 
but gradually enlarged as the schools grew and 
the use of the examinations became more wide- 
spread. It was this method, discontinued nearly 
20 years ago, of preparing these tests, which 
has caused a curious misconception of Regents 
Even is thought by 
some that the Board of Regents personally pre- 
reviews the papers, and by others, 


examinations. today it 
pares and 
that a group of scholars in the remote seclusion 
of their offices at Albany are responsible for 
these tests. 

In 1906 the system of making the examina- 
tions was very materially changed. At that time 
the Regents of the University, upon the recom- 


mendation of Dr Andrew S. Draper, then 
Commissioner of Education, created a State 
Examinations Board to serve as a_ liaison 


agency between the schools and the central ad- 
ministration of the University. 

This important measure was adopted in order 
that there might be a 
teachers and superintendents directly represent- 


body of experienced 
ing the schoolg and acting as an advisory com- 


mittee to the Board of Regents and _ the 


Commissioner of Education in shaping the 
educational policies of the State with respect 
to courses of study and the examinations which 
result from them. 

The personnel of this State Examinations 
Board is representative of the educational in- 
state. This Board has 


fifteen representing the col- 


terests of the entire 
twenty members: 
schools, 


Ever 


leges, superintendents and secondary 

and five representing the Department. 
since the day of its establishment each revision 
of our courses of study has been made upon 
its recommendation and by committees of its 
selection. Similarly, the examinations based 
upon these syllabuses have been prepared under 
its direction by committees of teachers chosen 
from various types of high schools and colleges 
in the State. 

The making of Regents examinations is not, 
then, merely a matter of office routine. They 
represent the collective thinking of the teachers 
of the State. In each major field of study, 
such as history or English, a committee, usually 
of. four members, of which only one is a mem- 
ber of the. State Department, prepares the 
question. papers in that field. These papers are 


therefore an expression of the experience and 
judgment. of 


teachers. actually engaged in 
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teaching or in supervision. On those question 
committees the Department has had _ only 
minority representation and has sought to have 
associated in the performance of these highly 
important duties the strongest men and women 
in the field of 


education. 


collegiate and of secondary 


The papers thus prepared by the several com- 


mittees are critical examination 


for form by the editor of examinations and are 


subjected to 


then submitted for final revision to a commit- 
tee, usually of seven members, appointed by the 
State Board. Regents question 
papers are therefore the product of thoughtful 
period of 


Examinations 


consideration, over a considerable 
time, by competent teachers experienced in the 
classroom or in supervision. 

It is indeed doubtful whether a more demo- 
cratic scheme of cooperation in the preparation 
of Regents examinations could be devised. 
Here are linked together for a common purpose 
all who are interested in the maintenance of 
proper standards of education in our secondary 
schools: the colleges which take our finished 
product, the secondary schools which are pre- 
paring boys and girls for higher education or 
for vocations, and the Department which is 
charged with supervisory duties. 

There are in particular two respects in which 
this scheme of statewide tests is more flexible 
and has created higher standards than any 
other: namely, (1) the preparation of papers 
by the committee system in which there is a 
full participation of those actually engaged in 
instruction, and (2) the development both in 
the schools and in the Department of a 
standardized scheme for rating. 

Through the first a balanced type of question 
papers has developed which tests power as well 
as knowledge. The older methods of teaching 
were concerned largely with memory processes 
and the resulting tests were largely fact ques- 
tions seeking to find out what the pupil had 
remembered of a given mass of information. 
Newer methods of teaching seek to train reason 
and judgment, are concerned with cause and 
result, with the marshaling of evidence from 
which the pupil is to deduce conclusions and 
seek to likenesses and differences, 


comparisons and contrasts. The resulting tests, 


establish 


therefore, are largely thought questions measur- 
ing the pupil’s understanding and appreciation 
of the subject studied. 
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The board and its committees have not been 
unmindful of the new theories respecting edu- 
cational measurements. It is constantly seeking 
methods of improving the examination system. 
It is the desire of the board and of the Depart- 
ment to adopt new measures whenever results 
warrant, as is evidenced by recent changes in 
the form of certain papers and by experiments 


with a new type of test for which greater 
accuracy and greater ease of rating are claimed. 
As illustrative of this may be cited certain 


changes in the form of papers set in English, 
the incorporation of a silent reading test, the 
inclusion of true-false, recognition and comple- 
tion questions as parts of papers in other 
subjects, recasting of algebra papers to provide 
a simpler mechanical arrangement for more 
rapid rating. 

With the improvements in the form and in 
the content of examinations which have been 
brought about in recent years there has come 
the 
of 


an improvement in 

method of rating answer papers. In most 
the larger schools departmental organization is 
such that answer papers in a given subject 
group may be rated by the committee system. 
This in large measure eliminates the personal 
equation that sometimes makes the work of the 
The commit- 


equally important 


individual reader unsatisfactory 


tee system also obtains in the work of the 
examining staff of the State Department, par- 
ticularly in the summer when the force of 


readers is largely augmented. The quality of 


the personnel engaged in reading papers at the 


State Education Building has been greatly 
strengthened. During the summer over 160 


experienced teachers are called into the service 
to assist the permanent examiners. These are 
college graduates with evidence of sound judg- 
ment and with a minimum teaching experience 
of 3 years in the subject which they examine. 
During these years by a careful process of 
selection and of testing there has been built up 
a staff of summer examiners of unusual merit 
representing in each field a group of the best 
teachers in the State. It is believed that the 
copartnership which results from bringing into 
the office each year a large number of teachers 
has done much to establish an understanding 
and a sympathetic appreciation of our mutual 
problems. 

It is not within the scope of this article to 
describe the details of office procedure in rating 


Regents answer papers. Attention, however, 
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may be called to three fundamental principles 


(1) 
are expected to read debatable answers with 


underlying this procedure: the examiners 
sympathy and with an appreciation of the pupil’s 
limitations; (2) no paper is rejected until it 
has had a second reading by another examiner, 
usually the senior examiner or the supervisor 
of the subject group; (3) all scholarship and 
preprofessional papers are read twice by dif- 
ferent examiners and in case of material varia- 
tion are given a third reading. 

To summarize then: First, the Regents ex- 


aminations are made by committees of repre- 


sentative teachers, most of whom are shown in 
the accompanying picture, are critically revised 
and 


lor 
examiners and for form by an editorial staff 


content by Department supervisors 


and are given an outside objective 


scrutiny by a board of revision before they are 


finally 


submitted to the schools. 

Second, they represent the thoughtful con- 
sideration of a considerable number of people 
for a considerable period of time before they 
emerge in their final form. 

Third, they are reviewed by a staff of twelve 
junior examiners and nine senior examiners, 
acting under the direction of the supervisors. 
This permanent staff is assisted in the summer 
by approximately 160 teachers from all sections 
of the State, the majority of whom have served 
in this capacity for a period of years. 
the method of providing 
office readings in the case of doubtful 
rejected papers lessens materially the dangers 


second 
or 


Fourth, 


of mechanical errors or errors of judgment on 


the part of the examiner. 


In presenting this statement of the way 
Regents questions are made and the answer 
papers rated we have not assumed that these 


examinations are the only measure of accom- 
They do, however, 
of maintaining 
improving the 


plishment in school work. 
afford a 
scholastic 
of teaching and of providing a satis- 


means 
of 


satisfactory 
proper standards, 
quality 
method of admission to higher institu- 
tions. The investigation by Dean 
Herbert E. Hawkes of Columbia College and 
reported by him at University Convocation in 
1923 that 
higher predictive value of 
than the tests given by the colleges and only 
slightly less than the Thorndyke Intelligence 
Test. Furthermore, Dr Ben D. Wood of the 


factory 
directed 


Regents examinations have 
in college 


showed 
success 


(Concluded on 31) 


page 
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School Creed Adopted 
for Bennett High School 


A creed that is to be learned and lived by the 
pupils of the new Lewis J. Bennett High School 
in Buffalo has been composed by Principal 
Charles E. Rhodes. The creed follows: 

I believe in the Bennett High School and 
in all for which she stands 

In scholarship and in the work necessary to 
attain it 

In good 
control, sacrifice and patience it involves 

In school spirit manifested in loyalty, de- 


sportsmanship and in the self- 


votion and a high sense of honor 

In courtesy based upon a just consideration 
for the rights and privileges of others, and 
shown upon all occasions, by manly and 

womanly conduct toward teachers, pupils and 

visitors 

In all that promotes good citizenship and 
helpful service in public and private life 

In the building of character as the only 
worthy crown of education that is true and 
enduring 

I pledge my loyal support and the constant 
use of my powers to help our school to attain 
her high ideal. 

The imposing new building used for the first 
time this year, is regarded as one of the best 
constructed and best equipped in the State. It 
includes a large auditorium, a library, home 
rooms, study halls, classrooms, laboratories, a 
swimming pool, a large gymnasium and a school 
cafeteria. 

ulti 


Death of Superintendent Myers 
Ends Long Service to Schools 


Z. LeRoy Myers of Downsville, superin- 
tendent of schools of the second district of 
Delaware county, died on September 9th. His 
death is a keen loss to the community and the 
State which he served as teacher and super- 
visor for more than 40 years. 

Superintendent Myers was born on Novem- 
ber 2, 1867. He was graduated from Union 
College with the degree of bachelor of arts in 
1896. His teaching experience included ser- 
vice at Akin from 1897 to 1900, at Nelliston, 
from 1900 to 1903, at Livingston Manor, from 
1903 to 1907, and at Downsville from 1907 to 
1912. He became district superintendent of 
schools in 1912 and served in that capacity since 
that time. 


YORK 


Three Members of 
Department Staff Resign 


The resignations of three members of the 
staff of the State Department of Education 
have recently been announced. Dr Robert T. 
Hill, Chief of the Bureau of Teacher Training 
and Certification, has presented his resignation, 
effective October Ist. Frederick A. Wilkes, 
Supervisor of Commercial Education, resigned 
on September Ist, and Emma Conley, Super- 
visor of Home Economics Education, resigned 
on June 30th. 

Doctor Hill has accepted the position of 
secretary to the Council on Immigrant Educa- 
tion in New York City, of which Dr John H. 
Finley, former Commissioner of Education, is 
chairman. He will also be lecturer in adult 
education for the extramural division of New 
York University. 

Doctor Hill came to the Department on Octo- 
ber 1, 1919, as Assistant in Immigrant Educa- 
tion. Upon the organization of the Bureau of 
Teacher Training and Certification in 1922, he 
was appointed Chief of that Bureau. Prior 
to coming to the Department Doctor Hill had 
extensive experience in college and university 
extension work. He is a graduate of the Uni- 
versity of Nebraska and received the degree of 
doctor of philosophy at Columbia University in 
1907. 

Mr Wilkes is now a member of the faculty 
of the commercial department of the Plattsburg 
State Normal School. He came to the Depart- 
ment on October 1, 1921, from Brockton, Mass., 
where he was in charge of the commercial de- 
partment of the high school. He has had a 
wide experience as teacher and supervisor of 
commercial subjects. He received the degree 
of B.B.A. at Boston University in 1918. 

Miss Conley is planning to spend a year in 
California and is taking university courses in 
that state. She has been in charge of voca- 
tional education for girls and home economics 
education for the Department since November 
15, 1921. Prior to that time she taught home 
economics in Stout Institute, Wisconsin, and in 
the University of Wisconsin, and was state 
superintendent of home economics education in 
Wisconsin. She was graduated from the Uni- 
versity of West Virginia and took postgradu- 
ate work at the University of Minnesota and 
Cornell University. 
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New High School at Webster 


Commissioner Praises Citizens for Providing New Schools 


Commissioner Frank P. Graves spoke at the 
dedicatory ceremonies of the new Marion High 
School on September 8th and of the new high 
school at Webster on September 16th. Both 
of these buildings are well-built and well- 
equipped structures, capable of meeting the 
needs of their communities for a number of 
years. The Commissioner commended the 
citizens for their generosity in the cause of 
education. 

The Marion High School is a _ two-story 
building of tapestry brick erected at a cost of 
$120,000. It provides space for domestic 
science and agricultural departments, lockers, 
showers, an auditorium and a gymnasium, ade- 
quate classrooms, a principal’s room, a rest 
room, a study room, a library and laboratories. 
The principal is Ray V. Shaver. 

The new school at Webster was erected at a 
cost of $370,000. It occupies the front half of 
an eight-acre site, the rear half of which is 
laid out with track, football and baseball fields 
and tennis courts. The school is three stories 
high and is built of tapestry brick. 

There are more than fifty rooms in the build- 
ing and every provision is made for a modern 
school system taking care of all the children 
from the kindergarten through the high school. 
The structure contains standard classrooms, 
study halls, recitation rooms, a library, labora- 


health clinic, for teachers, 


offices, rooms for commercial, manual training, 


tories, a a room 
domestic science and music departments, a gym- 
nasium and an auditorium. 

The building will furnish accommodations for 
900 pupils. It is a community high school, 
with pupils in attendance from twenty-five com- 
mon school districts. A handbook showing the 
organization and courses has been prepared by 
Principal E. W. Spry. 


—_——O—— 


New Eligibility Rule 

The attention of school officials is called to 
the fact that a new rule of the New York State 
Public High School Athletic Association re- 
garding eligibility in high school athletics goes 
into effect this year. This new regulation re- 
quires schools that are members of the state 
association to abide by the same eligibility 
standards in all high school athletic events 
without regard to whether the association con- 
ducts tournaments or championship meets in the 
events. Although the association does not at- 
tempt to decide championship in football, for 
example, the high school teams will play foot- 
ball under the same scholastic and other eligi- 
bility standards as do the teams in basketball 
or track events in which the association con- 


ducts tournaments. 
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Convocation Program Will Interest All School Officials 


\ program of compelling interest for teach- 


€ members of 


superintendents, 
instructors and 


rs, principals, 
education, college 


other school officials has been 


boards of 
pres'dents, and 
‘anned f r the sixty-first Convocation of The 
University of the New York which 
will be held in the State Education Building on 
Thursday and Friday, October 15th and 16th. 
The Convocation also includes 
rial exercises on the evening of October 15th 
for Dr John Mason Clarke, Director of the 
State Museum, who died on May 29th. The 
principal speaker at these exercises will be Dr 
Doolittle Walcott, 
Smithsonian Institution. 
\le ander, chairman of the State Science Work 
and State Museum Committee, will preside. 
The Thursday and the 
Friday morning and Friday afternoon sessions 
will be devoted to a consideration of problems 
relating to higher institutions, secondary schools 


State of 


program me- 


secretary of the 
Charles B. 


Charles 
Regent 


afternoon session 


and elementary schools respectively. \t the 
concluding session on Friday evening, October 
16th, addresses will be given by Dr William F. 
Magie, Joseph Henry professor of physics and 
dean of the faculty of arts and science of 
University, whose subject will be 
Joseph 


Princeton 
“The Development of Science 
Henry’s time.” Doctor Walcott will also give 
an address at this session. 

The Convocation will be 2.30 
o'clock, Thursday afternoon, October 15th, by 
Chancellor Chester S. Lord. The subject of 
“ Commercialization of the Professions” will 
be discussed. Addresses will be given by Dr 
Livingston Farrand, president of Cornell Uni- 
versity; Dr William Darrach, dean of the Col- 
lege of Physicians and Surgeons of Columbia 
University ; Theodore Francis Green of Provi- 
dence, R. I.; and Chancellor Samuel P. Capen 
of the University of Buffalo. 

At the Friday morning session with Regent 
William P. Baker presiding, the subject, “ The 
Status of Language and Fine Arts Teaching in 
will be considered. Three 


since 


opened at 


the High Schools,” 
addresses are scheduled by authorities on this 
subject. Dr Andrew F. West, dean of the 
Graduate School of Princeton University will 
give an address on “ The Classics.” ‘‘ Modern 


a uares” will be the subject of a talk by 


wr Rovert H. Fife, Gebhard professor of Ger- 
manic languages at Columbia University. 


The 


third address will be by Harold L. Butler, dean 
of the College of Fine Arts of Syracuse Uni- 
versity. His subject will be “ The Fine Arts.” 
The discussion of these addresses will be led 
by Wilbert L. 
Latin at the University of Michigan; by Royal 


Carr, associate professor of 


B. Farnum, formerly supervisor of art educa- 
tion of this State and now state director of art 
education in Massachusetts; and by P. W 
Dykema, professor of music at Teachers Col- 
lege, Columbia University. 

The subject for consideration at the session 
on Friday afternoon will be “The Platoon 
School.” Regent Thomas J. Mangan will pre- 
side. The addresses will be given by Don C. 
Bliss, principal of the State Normal School at 
Trenton, N. J., whose subject will be “ The 
Philosophy Underlying its Organization”; by 
Dr Charles L. Spain, deputy superintendent of 
schools of Detroit, Mich., who will speak on 
“The Solution of Its Administrative Prob- 
lems”; and by Dr William H. Holmes, super- 
intendent of schools at Mount Vernon, who will 
discuss “Its Relation to the Individual Pupil.” 
These men are recognized as being intimately 
acquainted with the platoon school program and 
exceptionally well fitted to present its features 
to the Convocation audience. The discussion 
will be led by Dr Herbert S. Weet, superin- 
tendent of schools at Rochester. 


—_0——_ 


Local Historians Discuss 
Mutual Problems at Syracuse 


Local historians of the counties of Broome, 
Cayuga, Chemung, Chenango, Cortland, Dela- 
ware, Madison, Onondaga, Otsego, Oswego, 
Seneca, Tioga and Tompkins were invited by 
State Historian Alexander C. Flick to attend a 
conference in Syracuse on October Ist. 

The meeting was for the purpose of consider- 
ing questions relating to the work of the local 
historians. It is proposed to hold sectional 
meetings for the historians of other counties. 


a 

The erection of a new high school with an 
auditorium and gymnasium was authorized by 
the voters of Hastings-on-Hudson on Septem- 
er 15th. The building will cost $325,000 and 
will relieve the overcrowded condition of the 
present school buildings. 
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Superintendents Meet in Albany During Convocation Week 


Meetings of the Council of City and Village 
Superintendents, and of the State Association 
of District Superintendents will be held during 
Albany. Interesting pro- 


grams have been planned by each group. 


Convocation week at 


The annual gathering of the city and village 
superintendents will open with a dinner at the 
Hotel on the 
13th. Dr George D 
Columbia 


Hampton evening of Tuesday, 


October 


Strayer of 


Teachers College, University, will 


give an address on “ The Present Status of the 
Public School Superintendent.” 

On Wednesday morning at a meeting in 
Chancellors Hall, Dr Thomas Briggs of Teach- 


ers College, Columbia University, will address 


the superintendents on “Some Unsolved Cur- 
riculum Problems with Suggestions on Pro- 
cedure,” and Dr Herbert S. Weet, superin- 


tendent of schools at Rochester, will speak on 
“Curriculum Problems in the Secondary Field.” 
The discussion will be led by Lamont F. Hodge, 
superintendent of schools at Yonkers and by 
Milton J. Fletcher, superintendent of 
at Jamestown. 

At the Wednesday afternoon session addresses 
will be given by Dr Milo Hilegas of Teachers 
College, Columbia University, on “ Curriculum 
Superin- 


schools 


Problems in the Elementary Field.” 
tendent of Schools Daniel J. Kelly of Bingham- 
ton will present practical suggestions from the 
standpoint of the city superintendent. Super- 
intendent William H. Holmes of Mount Vernon 
and Assistant Superintendent Clara Springstead 
of Amsterdam will lead the discussion. 

Dr A. B. Meredith, Commissioner of Educa- 
tion for Connecticut, will speak at the joint ses- 
sion of the city, village and district superin- 
tendents on the evening of October 14th. 

The business session of the city and village 
superintendents will take place on Thursday 
morning, October 15th, at which time Superin- 
tendent Frank D. Boynton of Ithaca will give 
an address on “ The Open Door.” 

The meeting of the Association of District 
Superintendents will open on Tuesday after- 
noon, October 13th, in the Assembly Chamber. 
Dr George M. Wiley, Assistant Commissioner 
for Elementary Education, will give an address 
on “ The Project Method in Supervision.” An 
address by Dr James Sullivan, Assistant Com- 
missioner for Secondary Education, will follow, 


the subject being “ Religious Education in the 
Schools.” 


R. Lunn will also given an address. 


Public Service Commissioner George 


The district superintendents will join the city 
and village superintendents for the annual 
banquet on Tuesday evening and for the meet- 
ing on Wednesday evening. 

The program for Wednesday, October 14th, 
addresses and discus- 


Best Our 


R. Brubacher, president 


includes the following 
“How to Secure the 
Teachers,” by Dr A. 
of the New York State College for Teachers: 
Their 


Director of the 


from 


sions : 


“Examination Problems and Solution,” 
by Dr Avery W. Skinner, 
Examinations and Inspections Division of the 
discussion of examinations by 
e Hoffman 
Niagara 
county ; District 


Superintendent Judson S. Wright of the 


Department; a 
District 


Superintendent M. Gazell 


third 


of the supervisory district of 


Syllabus Revision,” by 
sixth 
district of 
Mrs 
Secretary of State; 
in New York State 
P. Snyder, Chief of the 
Bureau of the Department; and a report on 
Frank B. Gilbert, 


Deputy Commissioner of Education. 


Chautauqua 
Florence E S Knapp, 
“What May We Expect 


by Ray 


supervisory county ; 


greetings from 
Rural Education?” 
Rural Education 


recent legislation by Dr 


The meeting will close with a business session 
on Thursday morning. 


SS 


Pupils Fight Mosquitoes 
in Nassau County Campaign 
A mosquito manual compiled by the Nassau 
County Mosquito 


for use in the schools in that county and in- 
dorsed by the district superintendents of schools, 


Extermination Commission 


was used by pupils to aid in ridding that section 
of the pest. The 
habits of mosquitoes and outlined methods of 


manual gave the breeding 


extermination. 


The new high school at Garden City, built at 
a cost of $485,000, was dedicated on September 
10th. 
a gymnasium, 


The building has seventeen classrooms, 


showers, manual training, do 


science and music departments and a 


It is located on a seven-acre site. 


mestic 
library. 
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OCTOBER 1, 1925 


New York’s Faithful Teachers 


A number of public school teachers with 40 
or more years of service in the schools of the 
State, have retired since last June, according to 
reports received from several communities. 
Among them are several with more than one- 
half century of service. One of these is Kate 
Letterman who retired in June at the end of 
58 years of service in the Buffalo schools. 
Miss Letterman taught for 4 years in School 4, 
Buffalo, and the remaining 54 years of her 
career were spent at School 1, Buffalo, of which 
she was a graduate. 

Another Buffalo public school teacher, with 
more than 50 years of service in the schools, 
is Rose L. Annowski. She was a graduate in 
the first class of the Buffalo State Normal 
School, and since her graduation taught in the 
Buffalo schools. For the past 7 years she was 
a teacher at Lafayette High School, Buffalo. 

Mary Bailey who taught for 51 years in the 
State, the last 35 years of which were at 
Batavia, retired in June. 

Elizabeth Begon, for 53 years a teacher in 
Schools 28 and 51, New York City, retired at 
the close of the past school year. 

In June also came the retirement of Mary E. 
Gernon, who for 52: years was a teacher and 
principal in the Mount Vernon schools. 

Lucy A. Earle, principal of School 10, Yon- 
kers, and dean of the teaching staff of the 
Yonkers public school system which she 
served for 53 years, has tendered her resig- 
nation to the board of education. She has been 
principal of School 10 since its erection in 1895. 


Others teachers to retire after 50 years of 
service are Bridget L. Dempsey of School 20, 
Albany, and Hester A. Roberts, principal of the 
girls’ department of School 10, New York City. 
Margaret Kelly, a Syracuse teacher for 51 
years, has also retired. 

Other retirements include the following: 

Martha J. Judd, Mount Vernon, a teacher for 
48 years 

Louise M. Weiskotten, principal of the Gar- 
field School, Syracuse, 46 years 

Alice S. Towne, principal of the Sumner 
School, Syracuse, 46 years 

Isabelle Usenbente, Syracuse, 45 years 

Elizabeth S. Erwin, School 21, Albany, 44 
years 

Julia R. Ward, School 11, Albany, 43 years 

Caroline Smith, School 7, Albany, 43 years 

Augusta Power, Hudson, 43 years 

Ida E. Winne, Albany High School, 42 years 

The list is incomplete, yet it is representative 
of the faithfulness of the teaching staff of the 
State’s public schools. The State is proud of 
these teachers. Their distinguished service in 
behalf of education is a contribution to society 
of inestimable value. The lives they have di- 
rected and the characters they have helped to 
shape constitute the most glorious monument to 
their lifetime of devotion. As they retire to a 
well-deserved rest the grateful communities and 
State which they have served so well extend 
sincere congratulations and heartfelt apprecia- 
tion. 

oO 


Local History Series 


In this issue of the Bulletin there is resumed 
publication of the series of articles on Local 
History of New York State which was started 
last year. These articles are prepared by the 
Archives and History Division of the Depart- 
ment under the direction of the State Historian, 
Alexander C. Flick, whose aim it is to present 
items of New York State history of local and 
statewide interest for the purpose of making 
available material that may be useful in the 
observance of the one hundred fiftieth anniver- 
sary of New York State’s part in the American 
Revolution. In the articles to be printed dur- 
ing the remainder of 1925 it is proposed to 
relate incidents of the year 1775; in 1926, the 
stirring events of 1776 will be recounted with 
emphasis upon the part the communities of the 
State played in the Revolutionary War. 

















Fourth Volume Published of 
Sir William Johnson Papers 


Volume 4 of the Papers of Sir William John- 
son has recently been published by the Depart- 
ment. With this volume the printed collection 
of the Johnson papers covers the period from 
1738 to 1765. The papers were prepared for 
publication by the Archives and History Divi- 
sion. 

The importance of this collection for the 
period which it covers can scarcely be over- 
estimated. Johnson in his official capacity as 
Indian agent or as a military officer, and in the 
conduct of his private affairs, corresponded with 
people in all walks of life both in this country 
and abroad. His papers, consisting of letters 
sent and received, bills, accounts etc., form an 
invaluable source of information not only for 
the political and military, but also for the social, 
industrial and agricultural history of the time. 

These papers have been collected from all 
parts of the United States, and from England 
and Canada. Several more volumes including 
the index are to be published, covering the 
period through 1774. Historical scholars in- 
terested in the forty years preceding the Ameri- 
can Revolution and those who are interested in 
the development of this country, particularly in 
its Indian phase, will find this work of great 
value. 

Each of the four volumes approximates 1000 
pages and is illustrated with photographs, maps 

and autographs. A history of the manuscripts, 
a chronology and itinerary, 1715-74, and a 
genealogy of the Johnson family are found in 
volume 1. 

Distribution has been made to historical so- 
cieties, libraries of secondary schools and public 
libraries in the State and to members of the 
Legislature. The order section of the State 
Library has the volumes for sale at $2.50 each, 
this amount barely covering the cost of 
publication. 

—o—— 


Citizens of Glen Head on September 15th au- 
thorized the expenditure of $200,000 for the 
erection of a new school building. 


—o——_ 


The elementary school building at Youngs- 
ville was destroyed by fire on September 16th, 
at an estimated loss of $50,000. 
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High School Senior Writes 
Inspiring Ode to Washington 


Margaret E. Fellows of the class of 1925 of 
the George Washington High School in New 
York City is the author of the inspiring dedica- 
tory ode for the imposing new structure which 
houses the school. The ode reads as follows: 


To WASHINGTON 
George Washington, if you could see 
What time has done to make your name im- 
mortal ; 


George Washington, if you could see 
The tributes penned in poetry 

The tablets wrought in bronze and gold, 
The story of your life retold 

In blazoned character, 

Astir within your heart would be 

A wonder, 


A wonder if the artists knew 

The inward life of him they drew, 

A wonder if beneath the art 

Were any truth or soul or heart. 

Of all the tributes but a few 

Reveal that still man’s thoughts of you 
Are living. 


But, Washington if you could see 

Our school and all it means to be, 
Consecrated to the cause 

Of building manhood, you would pause 
And all your thoughts would be athrill 
To know that high upon our hill 
Deathless you shape our destiny. 

Lives nobly lived for you shall be 

Our tribute. 


——— 


Practical Vocational Work 
Helps Buffalo Pupils Financially 


Sales of cake and pastry, commercial cater- 
ing, and, as a climax, the making of an entire 
trousseau for a June bride are examples of 
practical vocational work which has financially 
helped pupils in Technical High School, Buffalo 
The several departments have cooperated in 
opening a tea room where afternoon tea is 
served and special luncheons may be arranged. 
The class in trade dressmaking during the past 
year turned out 200 gowns, blouses and skirts 
for customers. 








26 THE UNIVERSITY OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK 


Two Girls Are Tied for Spelling Championship 


M 





Courtesy of Syracuse Post-Standard 
Irene Gedney (left) and Eleanor Baker 


For the first time in the history of the State 
Fair Spelling Bee, the contest resulted in the 
naming of two champions instead of one. After 
repeated tests it was found impossible to break 
the tie that existed between two girls for first 
and second places, and Lieutenant Governor 
Seymour Lowman, president of the State Fair 
Commission, ended the deadlock by deciding to 
award two first prizes of $50 each in gold, and 
to duplicate, in the name of the State Fair 
Commission, the cup donated by Proctor C. 
Welch of Syracuse, to be presented to the 
champion speller of the State. 

The girls who shared the honor of state 
championship in spelling are Irene Gedney of 
Ravena, Albany county, and Eleanor Baker of 


New Rochelle, Westchester county. The win- 
ners of the other two prizes are: third ($15 in 
gold), Mary Maier, Seneca Falls, Seneca 
county; fourth ($10 in gold), Loretta Walsh, 
Kings Park, Suffolk county. 

Fifty-five county spelling champions, forty- 
five girls and ten boys, competed in the 1925 
State Fair Spelling Bee held at Syracuse on 
September 15th. This is the largest representa- 
tion ever assembled at the state contest. With 
the exception of the New York counties, only 
two counties failed to send representatives to 
Syracuse — Hamilton and Columbia counties. 
No contest was held in Hamilton county. 
Columbia county held its county contest and 
named the winner, Joy Johnson of Kinderhook, 
but Miss Johnson was unable to go to Syracuse. 

The state contest was held under the super- 
vision of Berne A. Pyrke, Commissioner of 
Farms and Markets and vice president of the 
State Fair Commission, and was conducted by 
Dr Frank P. Graves, Commissioner of Educa- 
tion. Doctor Graves pronounced the words to 
the contestants and was assisted by the follow- 
ing school superintendents who corrected the 
papers in the written tests and acted as judges 
of the contest: John B. McManus, Coopers- 
town, Otsego county; Wellington Mepham, 
Merrick, Nassau county; Mrs R. E. Brown, 
Granville, Washington county; Frederick J. 
Lewis, Barryville, Sullivan county; Almon O. 
Nye, Pleasant Valley, Dutchess county; C. J. 
Mousaw, Schroon Lake, Essex county; and 
J. D. Bigelow, Dryden, Tompkins county. 

The spelling bee started at 10.30 o'clock, and 
opened with a written test of fifty words. In 
this test fourteen received 100 per cent; thir- 
teen misspelled one word; nine, two words; 
six, three words; five, four words, and eight 
failed on more than four words. Those who 
had perfect papers represented the following 
counties : Albany, Cattaraugus, Dutchess, Lewis, 
Montgomery, Oneida, Orange, Saratoga, Sen- 
eca, Suffolk, Sullivan, Warren, Wayne and 
Westchester. 

An oral spelling bee followed the first writ- 
ten test, in which Doctor Graves gave a list of 
150 words to the fourteen-survivors of the first 
test. In this, Eleanor Wheeler of Lewis county, 
was eliminated, having failed on the word 
“imminent.” Recess was then taken for 
luncheon, which was followed by a continua- 
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tion of the oral “spell-down.” Sheldon Solo- 
mon of Sullivan county succumbed to the word 
“ penance,” and was the last of the boys to be 
eliminated from the contest. 

The field was left to the girls who remained 
—twelve in number —and they tackled with a 
vim a list of fifty written words. As a result 
of this test, eleven submitted perfect papers, 
the contestant from Orange county, Sara Shuit, 


failing in two words, “ Canandaigua” and 
“ conscientious.” 
With a list of 150 words Doctor Graves 


again tested these eleven orally without a fail- 
ure. A written test of seventy-five words then 
given took a toll of six, leaving five in the 
contest. Alice Poole of Wayne county 
Marjorie Beacraft of Oneida county misspelled 
“ amateur.” 


and 


one word each, “jeopardy” and 
Caroline Milligan of Saratoga county and Alba 
Pascola of Delaware county found three words 
they could not spell; Ruth Cameron of Warren 
county failed on four, and Alvina Trentleman 
of Montgomery county found seven she could 


not master. 


To the five who survived this written test 
of seventy-five words, Doctor Graves gave a 
list of ten words—his pet “stickers” — as 


follows: repellent, rarefy, picnicking, plaguy, 
immaterial and 
of Westchester 


Albany county 


de bonair, 
Eleanor Baker 
Gedney 


innuendo, yclept, 
enunciate. 

county and 
missed one word each. Eleanor found “ yclept ” 
perplexing, and put the fatal “e” in 
plaguy. Mary Maier of Seneca 
spelled three words, Loretta Walsh of Suffolk 
county, five, and Mary Simons of Cattaraugus 
county, seven. This test the winners 
of third and fourth places in favor the 
Seneca and Suffolk county contestants, and left 
a tie between Albany and Westchester counties 


Irene of 
Irene 


county mis- 


decided 
of 


for first and second places. 

To the contestants from the latter two coun- 
ties Doctor Graves gave another list of twenty- 
five extremely difficult words, including such 
tongue-twisters as mausoleum, asthmatic, oscil- 
late, obeisance and efficacious, but both girls 
spelled every word correctly. Doctor Graves 
and the judges were then at a loss to find words 
these and that 
contest, Lieutenant 


that would baffle contestants 
would decide the 
Governor Lowman came to the rescue by sug- 
gesting the double award of prizes. The con- 


test closed at 4 o’clock in the afternoon. 


when 
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The increasing number of children of forcign- 
born parents who are expert spellers and are 
representatives of their counties each year at 
the State Fair Spelling Bee, is an exceedingly 
Children of 


interesting feature of the contest. 
Hungary, 


parents 


Bohemia and Finland 
competed at Syracuse this year. 

On Tuesday evening, after the spelling bee, 
the 


Lieutenant 
contestants 
bx "yy Sct yuts 


House, a 
speakers. 


born in 


Governor 


which there 
On Wednesday 
were entertained on the midway and were given 


Denmark, 


were 


were 


among 


Lowman 


several 


those 


entertained 


an opportunity to see the exhibits at the Fair 


The county spelling champions who competed 


Italy 
who 


and the junior project workers and 
at a banquet at the State Fair Club 
prominent 


the boys and girls 


at the 1925 Spelling Bee, with the county rep 


resented, were: 


County 
Albany 
Allegany 
Broome 
Cattaraugus 
Cayuga 
Chautauqua 


Chemung 
Chenango 
Clinton 
Cortland 
Delaware 
Dutchess 
Erie 

Essex 
Franklin 
Fulton 
Genesee 
Greene 
Herkimer 
Jefferson 
Lewis 
Livingston 
Madison 
Monroe 
Montgomery 
Nassau 
Niagara 
Oneida 
Onondaga 
Ontario 
Orange 
Orleans 
Oswego 
Otsego 
Putnam 
Rensselaer 
Rockland 
St Lawrence 
Saratoga 
Schenectady 
Schoharie 
Schuyler 


Seneca 
Steuben 
Suffolk 
Sullivan 

Tic ga 
Tompkins 
Ulster 
Warren 
Washington 
Wayne 
Wyoming 
Westchester 
Yates 


Name 
Irene Gedney 
Anna Yannie 
Francis Coughlin 
Mary F. Simons 
Frederick Newman 
Ruth Roush 


Mary Ann Campbell 
Ellen Weeks 
Marjorie Maloy 
Mary Holler 

Anna Bovarnick 
Alba Pascola 
Evelyn Henshaw 
Fred Weiss 

Belva Hennegan 
Genevieve Meaney 
Ralph Gillett 
Tessie Ladd 

Doris King 

Hazel Walker 
Helen Wheeler 
Ruth Kemp 

Irene French 
Harriet Hook 
Alvina Trentleman 
Claude Hayden 
Geraldine L. Coor 
Margaret E. Becraft 
Carolyn Forgham 
Luriel P. Stone 
Sara Shuit 

Doris Boyce 

Louis A. Stoddard 
Helen Kilquist 
Mabel Holmes 
Millicent Peters 
Louise Me yer 
Mabel Meldrim 
Caroline Milligan 
Julius Sitney 
Jennie Wolfe 
Jessie Mansfield 


Mary Maier 
Harold Smith 
Loretta Walsh 
Sheldon Solomon 
Dolores Davern 
Hildur Kertu 
Alfred Harbig 
Ruth E, Cameron 
Louise Petteys 
Alice Poole 
Virginia Nottingham 
Eleanor Baker 
Rosa Larsen 


Address 
Ravena 
Belmont 
Vestal, R. D 
Little Valle 
Auburn 
North Clymer, 

R. D. 61 


Horseheads 


Parishville 
Broadalbin 
South Byron 
Catskill 
East Herkimer 
Dexter 
Port Leyden 
Livonia 
Canastota 
Rochester 
Amsterdam 
Wantagh 
Middleport 
Hinckley 
Minoa 
Holcomb 
Monroe 
Albion 
Sandy Creek 
Oneonta, R. D 
Brewster 
Castleton 
Spring Valley 
Edwards 
Schuylerville 
Schenectady 
Jefferson, R. D 
Beaver Dams, 
. D.3 
Seneca Falls 
Addison 
Kings Park 
Liberty 
Owego 


Spencer, R. D, 1 


Allaben 
Athol 


Greenwich 


Perry 
New Rochelle 


Penn Yan 


> 
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Many Schools Take Part in Physical Ability Test 


More than 150 schools took part in the sixth 
annual schools physical ability test, and sub- 
mitted reports in June. Most of the schools 
that conducted the test also secured the indi- 
vidual honor emblems for pupils earning them, 
after sending in their records to be checked. 

It was impossible for the staff of the Physical 
Education Bureau to visit and check up all 
records of the leading schools in each section 
as has been done in other years. Therefore no 
state championship awards can be made this 
year. 

Following is the standing of the leading 
schools as submitted by the schools, with what 
revision of individual records as it was possible 
to make in the Bureau. This is given for the 
information of the interested schools and is not 
an official announcement of championship 
winners. 

Section 1 
(Cities of first and second classes) 

System: Schenectady, 55.3; Yonkers, 53.8; 
Rochester, 53.1; Buffalo, 49.01. 

All boys: Schenectady, 54.7; Rochester, 
49.4; Yonkers, 49.3; Buffalo, 47.8. 

All girls: Yonkers, 58.3; Rochester, 56.9; 
Schenectady, 56.0; Buffalo, 50.3. 

Senior division: Schenectady, 65.7; Rochester, 
57.1. 

Senior boys: Schenectady, 68.5; Rochester, 
57.1. 

Senior girls: Schenectady, 62.5; Yonkers, 
8.7. 

Junior division: Yonkers, 54.0; Buffalo, 53.9. 
Junior boys: Buffalo, 52.4; Yonkers, 49.8. 
Junior girls: Yonkers, 58.2; Rochester, 56.8. 
High school: Schenectady, 65.7; Rochester, 
East H. S., 61.0. 

High school boys: Schenectady, 68.5; 
Rochester, East H. S., 61.1. 

High school girls: Rochester, Monroe H. S., 
64.6; Schenectady, 62.5. 

Grade school: Yonkers, No. 8, 65.1; 
Rochester, No. 11, 62.1. 

Grade school boys: Yonkers, No. 8, 61.1; 
Rochester, No. 36, 58.9. 

Grade school girls: Yonkers, No. 8, 74.5; 
Rochester, No. 11, 71.5. 


on 


Section 2 
(Cities of third and fourth classes) 
System: Corning Free Acad., 56.6; Mount 


Vernon, 53.4; Corning, Northside H. S., 49.7; 
Lackawanna, 48.6; Lockport, 48.2. 

All boys: Corning Free Acad., 64.0; Cort- 
land, 53.0; Mount Vernon, 51.5; Oneida, 48.0; 
Lackawanna, 47.8. 

All girls: Mount Vernon, 55 
Northside H. S., 52.0; Lockport, 5 
Free Acad., 50.2; Lackawanna, 49.5 

Senior division: Mount Vernon, 68.4; Corn- 
ing Free Acad., 54.4. 

Senior boys: Mount Vernon, 69.2; Corning 
Free Acad., 65.5. 

Senior girls: Mount Vernon, 67.4; Corning, 
Northside H. S., 50.9. 

Junior division: Corning Free Acad., 58.3; 
Cortland, 53.8. 

Junior boys: Corning Free Acad., 63.0; 
Cortland, 58.0. 

Junior girls: Corning Free Acad., 54.0; 
Corning, Northside H. S., 52.9. 

High school: Mount Vernon, 67.2; Corning 
Free Acad., 57.5. 

High school boys: Corning Free Acad., 67.9; 
Mount Vernon, 66.7. 

High school girls: Mount Vernon, 68.0; 
Lockport, 52.6. 

Grade school: Elmira, No. 1, 56.2; Auburn, 
Lincoln School, 54.8. 

Grade school boys: Auburn, Division St. 
School, 59.4; Corning Free Acad., 54.7. 

Grade school girls: Elmira, No. 1, 60.3; 
Auburn, Lincoln School, 59.9. 


.2; Corning, 
.2; Corning 


Section 3 


(Villages having superintendents of schools) 

System: Canandaigua, 62.3; Peekskill, 58.8; 
Patchogue, 56.5; Dansville, 55.9; Saranac Lake, 
53.0. 

All boys: Canandaigua, 60.25; Dansville, 
57.3; Saranac Lake, 55.0; Patchogue, 54.9; 
Peekskill, 53.8. 

All girls: Canandaigua, 64.1; Peekskill, 60.9; 
Patchogue, 57.8; Port Washington, 55.6; Dans- 
ville, 54.5. 

Senior division: Canandaigua, 64.1; Pat- 
chogue, 62.2. 

Senior boys: Saranac Lake, 66.0; Patchogue, 
65.9. 

Senior girls: Canandaigua, 65.5; Patchogue, 
59.7. 

(Concluded on page 32) 


—_ 











BULLETIN TO THE 





SCHOOLS 





Local History of New York State 
An Artillery Company 





of Visual Instruction Division 


From picture collection 


A Recent Photograph of the Battery 


In 1775 John Lamb of New York City was 
commissioned captain of Continental artillery, 
but his company was not supplied or was not 
well equipped with artillery pieces. To supply 
these a convenient expedient occurred to the 
Whigs. This was to seize the cannon mounted 
at the Battery. In accordance with 
from the Provincial Congress, Lamb and his 
men, reinforced by a number of citizens, pro- 
ceeded on the night of August 23d to the Bat- 
tery and began the work of removal. The com- 
mander of a British warship lying near, the 
“ Asia,” was apprised of the undertaking by 
the firing of a musket from a boat which he 
had sent out to make observation. The patriots 
responding with muskets to this signal, the 
“ Asia” opened a heavy fire from nine, eighteen 
and twenty-four pounders, and this was fol- 
lowed by the musketry of the marines. Several 
houses near the fort were damaged and three 
men were wounded, but, according to a New 
York newspaper of that time, Lamb’s company 
and the citizens “carried off twenty-one pieces 
of cannon, being all that were mounted on 
carriages.” 


orders 





On the following day the commander of the 


“Asia” issued a notice to the people of the 
city that, 


such a manner as to make their safety and my 


“if they will persist in behaving in 


duty incompatible, the mischiefs that may arise 
must lie at their doors, and not mine.” The 
contest over the was a minor affair, 
but it evinced the determination on both sides 
to abide a far sterner test of earnestness and 


cannon 


physical resources. 

In another account of the incident it is said 
that one of the Sons of Liberty accidentally 
discharged his gun; that the “ Asia,” believing 
the discharge intentional, directed a broadside 
at the Americans, who replied with muskets; 
and that one of the crew of the warship was 
killed. 

The zeal of Captain Lamb was by no means 
exhausted by this exploit. We soon read of 
him taking part with his company in the in- 
vasion of Canada. It would be a pleasure, did 
space permit, to follow the adventures of this 


company, under the officer who is distinguished 
in history as “the gallant Captain John Lamb,” 
and to describe its activities at the siege of 
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Quebec under General Richard Montgomery 
where Montgomery was killed, and Lamb, 
wounded, was made prisoner. These operations 
belong to New York’s history, for they wear a 
luster shed by the deeds and sufferings of her 
sons 


—— 


Calendar of Educational Meetings 


Council of Superintendents, Albany, October 
13th to 15th 
State Association of District Superintendents, 
Albany, October 13th and 14th 
University Convocation, Albany, October 15th 
and 16th 
New York State Teachers Association, north- 
ern section, Potsdam, October 8th and 9th; 
western section, Buffalo, November 19th and 
20th; central western section, Rochester, 
November 5th and 6th; central section, Syra- 
cuse, October 22d and 23d; eastern section, 
Schenectady, October 29th and 30th; southern 
section, Elmira, November 5th and 6th; 
southeastern section, New York, October 23d 
and 24th; house of delegates, Syracuse, No- 
vember 23d and 24th 
Associated School Boards and Trustees, Glens 
Falls, December 4th and 5th 
Associated Academic Principals, Syracuse, De- 
cember 28th-30th 
Department of Superintendence of the N. E. A., 
Washington, February 21st-25th 
Teachers’ conferences: fifth and seventh dis- 
tricts of Oneida county, Boonville, October 
Ist and 2d; second district of Broome county, 
Binghamton, October 2d; Essex county, Lake 
Placid, October 5th, 6th and 7th; St Law- 
rence and Franklin counties, Potsdam, Octo- 
ber 8th and 9th; Columb.a county, German- 
town, October 9th; first district of Broome 
county, Deposit and Harpursville, October 8th 
and 9th; second district of Allegany county, 
Cuba, October 9th; first, second and third 
districts of Cattaraugus county, Franklinville, 
October 8th and 9th 
a 
The dedication of the East Norwich school 
took place on September 9th. 


—-—=() 





An appropriation of $505,000 for additions to 


Schools 4, 21 and 22 was voted by the Yonkers 
common council on September 8th. 


Suggestions Made To Aid 
Parent-Teacher Associations 
Suggestions to members of parent-teacher 
associations of points to be noted when they 
visit schools have been made by Dr Florence A. 
Sherman, Assistant Medical 
Schools. She advises the members to consider 


Inspector of 


the following points: 

Is the teacher an example of health? 

Is she keen and alert? 

Is the building clean, light and attractive ? 

Is there a thermometer ? 

Is it hung in the right place? 

Is the temperature between 65° and 70° F.? 

Is the ventilation good? 

If a stove is used, is it jacketed? 

Is the room overcrowded ? 

Are the desks and chairs adjustable? 

Does the light come from the left side or left 
and rear? 

Are there window shades? 

Are the blackboards properly placed? 

Are dustless crayons used? 

Is there moist sweeping and dusting? 

Are the books new and clean? 

Are postural and breathing drills given and 
how often? 

Are they given with open windows? 

Does the drinking water come from a pure 
source ? 

Is there a drinking fountain? 

Is the water stream high enough to prevent 
mouth contact ? 


> 


Are there individual cups 
Is there a porcelain covered water container? 
Are there facilities for washing the hands? 
(liquid soap, paper towels) 

Are the toilets clean, free from odor, well 
ventilated ? 

Is there toilet paper? 

Are the coat rooms adequate and well 
ventilated ? 

Is the playground ample and cared for? 

How long is the play period and is it super- 
vised ? 

Is there sufficient fire protection? 

Is the entire school plant and equipment 
healthful and usable? 

a 


The new $70,000 school building for the con- 
solidated district at Delanson was opened for 
use on September 8th. The new district in- 


cludes four old districts. 
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How Regents Examinations Are Made 


Concluded from page 19) 

Bureau of the Achievement Test Research in 
Columbia University in his recent book, 
Measurement in Higher Education, contrasts 
the high predictive value of Regents examina- 
tions with the low predictive value of high 
school marks given by teachers for certification 
to college 

The increased use of Regents examinations 
in the New York City high schools is another 
indication of the general high value placed upon 
these tests. In that city the examinations are 
being used for supervisory purposes in order 
to reveal points of strength or weakness in 
instruction both in the schools as a whole and 
in separate groups. Although there had been 
a vigorous minority in New York City for- 
merly opposed to the general use of Regents 
examinations a questionnaire sent from the 
office of the superintendent of schools and 
addressed to the chairmen of departments in 
the New York City high schools revealed a 
more general appreciation of the value of these 
examinations than had previously been apparent 
in New York City. In view of the answers 
to this questionnaire the superintendents in 
charge of high schools in New York City hold 
that these examinations do furnish a reason- 
ably valid test of the instruction given in their 


high schools. 


Regents examinations have played an im- 
portant part in the educational history of the 
State and while they have sometimes been ad- 
versely criticised, such criticism usually has 
been made by persons uninformed or biased. 
Generally these tests have been regarded as an 
important factor in maintaining proper educa- 
tional standards not only in the large city high 
schools but in the small high schools in rural 
communities 

Experts like Professor Ben D. Wood, men- 
tioned above, feel that for maintaining uniform 
standards of high grade in the State the system 
is far superior to the certification and commis- 
sion systems so generally employed outside of 
this State. 
state universities, particularly in the West, are 


Evidence is not lacking that many 


fiooded with poorly prepared students who have 
been admitted on the certification plan. 

In this statement of the evolution of Regents 
examinations it has been possible to mention 
only the more significant features. The changes 
which have been made in the examination 
scheme show that the system is not static but 
that it is responsive to the expressed needs of 
the schools. It is because it has flexibility and 
at the same time definite objectives that there 
has been built up in New York State a system 
of secondary schools with a high and uniform 
standard of instruction and achievement 


Historical Association Lays Corner Stone of New Home 


The corner stone of the new building which 
will be the permanent home of the New York 
State Historical Association, was laid at Ticon- 
deroga on July 8th. 
from the original plans of the John Hancock 


e building is designec 
The buildin; lesigned 


house which stood near Boston, and is the gift 
of Horace A. Moses of Springfield, Mass., a 
trustee of the association. 

The principal speaker at the ceremony was 
Dr James Sullivan, Assistant Commissioner for 
Secondary Education, and second vice president 
of the association. Dr James G. Riggs, prin- 
cipal of the Oswezo State Normal School, and 


first vice president of the association, presided 

At the conclusion of the ceremonies, a tablet 
erected by the St Andrews Society of Glens 
Falls in honor of the historic Black Watch of 
the British Army was unveiled at Fort Ticon- 
A detachment of the Black Watch of 
At this cere- 


deroga. 
Montreal attended the unveiling. 
mony Dr Alexander C. Flick, State Historian, 
and corresponding secretary of the association, 
commented on the historical significance of 
Fort Ticonderoga. 

The chief address was made by Dr R. Tait 
McKenzie of Philadelphia. 
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(Concluded from page 28) 


Iunior division: Canandaigua, 61.0; Peek- 


skill, 57.2. 


Junior boys: Fredonia, 59.7; Canandaigua, 
59.3. 

Junior girls: Peekskill, 65.0; Canandaigua, 
62.7. 

High school: Peekskill (Oakside), 65.3; 


Canandaigua, 64.7. 
High school boys: 
Patchogue, 64.3. 
High school girls: 
skill (Oakside), 64.5. 
Grade school: Peekskill, Uriah Hill Jr, 61.9; 
Canandaigua, 55.1. 
Grade school boys: Fredonia, 59.8; Peekskill, 
Uriah Hill Jr, 57.8. 
Grade school girls: 


66.1; Scotia, 61.1. 


Peekskill (Oakside) 66.1; 


Canandaigua, 66.0; Peek- 


Peekskill, Uriah Hill Jr, 


Section 4 


superintendents and 


(Villages under district 
having directors of physical education) 
Sherrill, Forestville, 62.8; 
Briarcliff Manor, 62.7; Town of Webb, 62.5; 

Manlius, 62.2. 


System: 67.5; 


All boys: Sherrill, 70.3; Forestville, 64.4; 
Town of Webb, 63.7; Tuxedo Park, 62.8; Cuba, 
59.1. 


All girls: Briarcliff Manor, 66.0; Katonah, 
Manlius, 65.6; Angola, 64.6; Sherrill, 64.5. 
71.2; Briarcliff 


65.7; 
division: Sherrill, 
Manor, 67.4. 
Senior boys: Sherrill, 77.0; Cuba, 73. 
Senior girls: Angola, 70.7; Briarcliff Manor, 


68.2. 


Senior 


? 


Junior division: Sherrill, 64.6; Town of 
Webb, 63.7. 
Junior boys: 


62.4. 


Sherrill, 65.0; Town of Webb, 
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Junior girls: Katonah, 66.8; Town of Webb, 
65.7. 

High school: 
ville, 67.1. 

High school boys: 
Forestville, 70.2. 

High school girls: 
boro, 66.2. 

Grade school: Katonah, 58.7; Town of Webb, 
57.8. 

Grade school boys: Granville, 
School, 57.5; New Hartford, 56.8. 
Katonah, 65.6; Town of 


Town of Webb, 67.1; Forest- 
Town of Webb, 72.8; 


Manlius, 67.0; Whites- 


Church St. 


Grade school girls: 
Webb, 63.8. 


Section 5 

(Villages under district superintendents 

without directors of physical education) 

System: Almond, 55.1; Wolcott, 54.1; East 
Otto, 53.4; Rouses Point, 38.6. 

All boys: East Otto, 60.7; 
Wolcott, 57.4; Rouses Point, 52.4. 

lll boys: Almond, 52.8; Wolcott, 51.5; East 
Otto, 49.7; Rouses Point, 29.3. 

Senior division: Almond, 56.6; Wolcott, 54.7. 

Senior boys: East Otto, 62.7; Wolcott, 62.4. 

Senior girls: Almond, 50.9; Wolcott, 50.3. 

Junior division: Wolcott, 53.7; Almond, 53.4. 
East Otto, 58.1; Wolcott, 54.9. 

Junior girls: Almond, 54.3; Wolcott, 52.6. 

High school: Wolcott, 55.9; Almond, 54.9. 

High school boys: Wolcott, 62.7; Almond, 
60.6. 

High school girls: 
50.7. 

Grade school: 

Grade school boys: 
Point, 50.5. 

Grade school girls: 
51.4. 


and 


58.3; 


Almond, 


Junior boys: 


Wolcott, 51.6; Almond, 


Almond, 55.6; Wolcott, 50.4. 
Almond, 52.49; Rouses 


Almond, 57.9; Wolcott, 
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